
   

 

Texel Times 

Fall 2018 

2018 National Grand Champion Ewe – Pine Knob Farm 

Sold to Julia Bredder of Virginia. 

Inside: 
  

Letter from the President…....page 2  

 

2018 Eastern Regional  

Show & Sale……………….....page 2-3 

 

2018 National  

Show & Sale…………………..page 4-8 

 

2018 NSIP Sale Results………page 6  

 

Vaccinating with CDT..….page 10 -11 

 

2018 Show Results….......page 12-19 

2018 National Grand Champion Ram – Fisher Texels 

Sold to Austin Brown of Pennsylvania. 

James Oller 

President 

Tennessee 

Brady Campbell 

Vice President 

Ohio 

Austin Brown 

Treasurer 

Pennsylvania 

Niki Fisher 

Secretary 

Idaho 

Harold Dunn 

Director 

Pennsylvania 

Don Heller 

Director 

Minnesota 

Walter Threlfall 

Director 

Ohio 



 2 

 

From the President... 

2018 Eastern Regional  

Champion Ram – Pine 

Knob Farm 

Sold to David & Carolyn 

Watts, PA 

2018 Eastern Regional  

Champion Ewe – Pine Knob 

Farm 

Sold to Kelley Ann Rice, TN 
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2018 Eastern Regional Sale Results 
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2018 National Texel Show & Sale  
Sedalia, Missouri 

From phenomenal sheep to an unhinged 

storm, this year's National Texel show and sale in Se-

dalia was one that should not soon be forgotten. A 

major contributor to the success of this year`s show 

and sale was the record-breaking consignments. The 

number of head sold as well as number of consignors 

was unlike any other year. 

The week started with the Texel junior show 

earlier in the day and the annual meeting that even-

ing. Due to an increase in attendance, we had to move 

to the bigger conference room at the Best Western 

State Fair Inn. However, the most unique part of the 

banquet was that Texel lamb was actually served at 

the banquet! This made me incredibly proud to be a 

part of this society, as most other sheep banquets I`ve 

ever been to served beef or pork. Additionally, we 

were incredibly blessed to have Rusty Burgett, Pro-

gram Director of the National Sheep Improvement 

Program (NSIP), speak at our meeting. He provided 
us with a lot of useful information on the program 

and its benefits.   

The following day the National Texel show 

was held, though a torrential rainstorm forced the 

shows to be delayed. What would follow was “one 

magnificent rainbow” as some remarkable Texels 

were shown that day. Ultimately, Fisher Texels was 

awarded Grand Champion ram with one of their two 

yearling ram entries. He was also the largest loin-

eyed ram in the sale as well as best of breed. Pine 

Knob Farm`s March ram lamb entry followed this 

placement and was subsequently awarded with Re-

serve Champion ram. Moreover, in the ewe portion of 

the show Pine Knob Farm`s yearling was awarded 

with Grand Champion. Concurrently, Artesian Valley 

Texels was honored with the placement of Reserve 

Champion ewe. Hilty Texel`s yearling had the  

34 rams sold averaging $757.35 
34 ewes sold averaging $859.56 

68 total sheep averaging $808.46 

2018 National Reserve Grand  

Champion Ram – Pine Knob Farm 

Sold to Dutch  Barn Farm of New York. 

2018 National Reserve Grand  

Champion Ewe – Artesian Valley Texels 

Sold to Hilty Texels of Ohio. 
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largest loin-eye for this portion of the show. The fol-

lowing day was the Supreme Champion event.  

This event showcases all champions among 

all breeds consigned in the sale. This year's event was 

extremely exciting because Pine Knob Farm`s cham-

pion Texel ewe was pulled out into the top five. This 

was the first time that the breed was recognized dur-

ing the Supreme Champion event in this fashion. 

Though the Texel ram or ewe may not have been 

crowned as Supreme Champion, I was incredibly 

proud to watch our breed compete in this event, as we 

showed up and represented with two powerhouse ani-

mals. 

On Thursday June 28th the Texel sale was 

held. The sale was strong as 67 head sold for a total 

of $54,975.00. Thus, making the average for total 

Texel sales $820.52. Additionally, the high-selling 

ram was Fisher Texels Grand Champion ram which 

sold for $3,600. Pine Knob Farm`s Champion Ewe 

was the high-selling Texel ewe and sold for $3,700.  

Overall, this year`s sale was a success thanks 

to good sheep, great food, and even better people.  

Submitted by:  Austin Brown, PA 

A full sale report from the national show & sale follows on page 6-8. 

The above junior showman from around the country participated in the 2018 National Junior Texel Show at 

the end of June in Sedalia, MO. 
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It was a historic night as the Texel ewe was pulled out in the top four lineup of the Supreme Champion Ewe 

Drive.  Ultimately, the top prize went to the Natural Colored ewe this year.  Some day the Texel will win it all! 
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NSIP Sale Results 

2018 Center of the Nation Sale 

The 13th annual sale was held at Clay County Fairgrounds in Spencer, IA on July 

28th.  It was the largest sale to date with sheep selling into 16 different states.  

177 lots sold for an average of $782.  West Virginia University averaged $625 on 

two Texel rams going to different farms in Iowa. 

 

2018 Eastern NSIP Sale 

98 head sold on August 11th at the Wayne County Fairgrounds in Wooster, OH at 

the 2nd annual Eastern NSIP Sale.  West Virginia University consigned two rams to 

the sale and averaged $1325.  The high selling ram of the entire sale was a Texel 

ram from WVU who sold for $1750. 

High selling ram at the 2018 Easter NSIP Sale in Wooster, OH. 
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Vaccinating with CDT 
- Brady Campbell, OSU Sheep Team Program Coordinator 

With lambing season right around the corner, shepherds need to start pre-
paring now. In this weeks Ag-note, OSU students Kelvin Moore, Sade 
Payne, and Elizabeth Spahr highlight the importance of a sound vaccination 
program using the CDT vaccine. 

The CDT vaccine is yet another management tool found in the shepherd’s 
toolbox that is used to protect small ruminants against clostridium 
perfringens types C and D as well as clostridium tetani (tetanus). Appropri-
ate use of this vaccine is a safe, cheap, and an effective method used to 
control for clostridial diseases in your flock. 

Commonly referred to in the industry as the ‘overeating disease,’ clostridi-
um perfringens types C and D are associated with feedstuffs and can lead 
to enterotoxemia. The bacteria that cause enterotoxemia are present in all animals, just at low population 
levels. Issues arise when these bacterial populations experience a rapid period of growth and proliferation 
due to an increase in actual bacterial numbers or due to a rapid change in the diet. As a result, the bacteria 
grow rapidly, toxins accumulate, and are then distributed throughout the body resulting in serious health 
issues or death. 

For example, type C is commonly found around the farm living in the soil and manure pack. This is one rea-
son why it is important to provide a clean lambing and nursing area. Lambs can contract this bacteria via 
direct contact with dirty surfaces or by nursing on dirty udders. Therefore, lambs that nurse excessively 
could be at higher risk as they are in frequent contact with a dirty udder. Animals with a type C infection 
may show signs of severe diahrrhea. 

One the other hand, type D is more closely tied to overeating disease. This type of bacteria generally affects 
the the largest and fastest growing lambs. This is due to the large amounts of feed, specially grain, that 
these lambs are consuming. It should be noted that enterotoxemia can be an issue on rapidly growing lush 
pastures, but it tends to be more of an issue with lambs being fed high concentrate diets. In this case, due 
to a rapid increase of grain in the diet, type D bacteria use this as a fuel to reproduce rapidly. Unfortunate-
ly, lambs that experience a rapid spike in bacterial numbers due to a type D infection die quickly making it 
difficult to detect and treat these animals. 

Not to forget the third piece of this puzzle, the CDT vaccine also helps protect against clostridium tetani or 
tetanus. This is another important bacterial species that we must take seriously. Basic production practices 
such as shearing, animal identification, tail docking, and castration can all result in an open wound which 
allows for for this bacteria to enter the animal’s body. Some classic signs that are associated with tetanus is 
lock jaw and overall stiffness of the body. Unfortunately, as seen with type D infections, once visual signs of 
the disease are present, death is inevitable. 
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So now that we have a better understanding of what these diseases are and what we can do to combat 
against them, the next step is to understand how to appropriately use this vaccine. This vaccine is given sub-
cutaneously either in the neck, axilla (armpit), over the ribs, or in the flank. All lambs should receive a total 
of 3 doses of the vaccine. For lambs born from vaccinated mothers, lambs should be given booster shots at 
4-8 weeks of age and then again at 4 weeks later. You will note that there is some variability in the time 
frame of booster shots. This time frame will be dependent upon your production practices as it is important 
to give boosters prior to tail docking and castration for added protection. On the other hand, for those 
lambs born from ewes that were not vaccinated, these lambs should receive their first vaccine during their 
first week of life followed by 2 boosters, each given in 4 week intervals. 

For all other mature animals remaining on-farm, an annual booster booster is key. For ewes, it is easiest to 
administer the vaccine one month prior to lambing. This strategy allows producers to vaccinate more than 
one animal at a time, an efficient use of the vaccine. In the case of first time lambing ewes, 2 doses at 6 and 
3 weeks prior to lambing is helpful as well. For the rams, yes they need a booster as well, administer the 
vaccine prior to breeding. Most producers use a marking harness or have to move the rams to a breeding 
area. During these activities it is easy to administer the vaccine as you are already handling the animal. 

At the cost of only $0.32 per dose, it is hard to make an argument upon why you would not use this vaccine. 
Mortality rates have been reported as high as 40% for unvaccinated flocks and in the neighborhood of 0.5% 
for vaccinated flocks. With the current lamb market, spending around $1.00 per lamb to assure the health 
of your flock is certainly worth the investment in the long run. However, it should be noted that a vaccine 
should never be used simply as a ‘band-aid’ to cover up an issue, rather it should be used to compliment 
sound management practices. Therefore, the combination of a sound vaccine program in addition to proper 
feeding, handling, and housing will be key to a successful lambing season. 
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2018 Summer Show Results  

Campbell Farms of Ohio had first place flock in the AOB show at the Ohio State Fair as well as the Texel show 
at the Indiana State Fair.  They also exhibited the Grand Champion Ram in the Indiana State Fair Texel Show. 

Seven-year-old Natalee Marquette, of Buffalo, MN had a very successful show season with her Texel ram 
lamb Pepper and ewe lamb Mint. Pepper Won Grand Champion Overall and Grand Champion JR Lamb Lead 
at the Wright County Fair, Grand Champion Jr Lamb Lead at the Carver County Fair, and Grand Champion Jr 

Lamb Lead at the Minnesota State Fair. Pepper and Mint are January bottle lambs that Natalee raised. 


